
ROBERT LIND (Baritone), born and educated in Dumfries, was a pupil of the 
greatly respected pianist and musician, Arthur Riley. Robert is a graduate of 
the RSAMD, where he studied piano and singing with Miles Coverdale and 
Marjorie Blakeston, later continuing his singing studies with Joan Alexander. 
He now works as a freelance musician and teacher with a full workload of 
piano and singing pupils and a fulfilling concert diary consisting largely of 
lieder and oratorio.   He has performed in recitals with the pianists Margaret 
Harvie and Katharine Durran, and has given solo performances with Paisley 
Abbey Choir and many choral societies.Robert enjoys reading, films, eating 
good food at his favourite restaurant near Dumfries, and walking his dog.   

JORDAN ENGLISH (Organist) began his musical training as a chorister at 
Carlisle Cathedral, where he took part in a live BBC broadcast of Choral 
Evensong, was involved in several CD recordings and toured to America, 
Ireland and Paris, singing in Notre-Dame Cathedral and St Sulpice.  In 2005 
Jordan began organ lessons under John Robinson, then Assistant Organist, 
continuing with Edward Taylor. After spending three years as Organ Scholar 
at Carlisle Cathedral, Jordan began studies in 2011 at the Royal Northern 
College of Music where his tutors included Jeffrey Makinson,  Simon Lindley 
and Thomas Trotter. Whilst at the RNCM, he took part in masterclasses by 
Gordon Stewart, Jacques van Oortmerssen and Kevin Bowyer, played    
continuo for various RNCM events and frequently returned to Carlisle to 
accompany the Cathedral’s Youth Choir, including being the tour organist for their tour to 
Mallorca in 2013. After graduating from the RNCM last summer, Jordan intends to continue his 
studies with a Masters degree from September 2016. Jordan is a member of the Royal College 
of Organists and is currently working towards his Associate diploma. 

MARGARET HARVIE (Pianist) was a pupil of Mary Moore in Edinburgh and 
also a member of the Edinburgh University Singers under Herrick Bunney.  A 
well-known Dumfries musician, she has been accompanist of Dumfries Male 
Voice Choir, is organist of Irongray Church, and is an official accompanist to 
the Dumfries and District Competitive Music Festival. As accompanist to the 
Dumfries and Galloway Chorus and the earlier Dumfries and Galloway Arts 
Festival Chorus, Margaret has worked with conductors including Christopher 
Seaman, Philip Ledger, Owain Arwel Hughes, Takua Yuasa, and Christopher 
Bell. In March 1996 Margaret was honoured by Dumfries and Galloway  
Regional Council with an Artistic Achievement Award in recognition of the 
huge contribution she makes to the artistic life of our community as an  

accompanist, and in November 2013 she was presented with a Special Award commendation 
for her services to music as a culture champion nominee at the Dumfries and Galloway Life 
People of the Year 2012 Awards.  Margaret has been the Choral’s accompanist since 1975. 
EDWARD TAYLOR (Conductor) is Assistant Organist and Youth Choir    
Director at Carlisle Cathedral.  He holds a Music Degree from the University 
of Leeds and is an Associate of the Royal College of Organists, having held 
organ scholarships at Portsmouth, Wakefield, and Ely Cathedrals, and at 
Leeds Parish Church. He has studied the organ with Nicholas Kynaston, 
David Sanger, Simon Lindley and Henry Fairs, and with Christophe Mantoux 
in France, and attended master-classes with David Briggs, Gillian Weir, and 
others. With a vast repertoire of works from the Renaissance to the 21st 
Century, he leads a busy freelance career as a concert organist, accompa-
nist and chamber musician in Europe and North America.  Edward is also 
active as a choral conductor and specialises in choral workshops for children, youth choirs and 
'Come and Sing' events for adult choirs. Music Director of both Dumfries Choral Society and 
Penrith Singers, Edward is also a Musical Animateur for the Government's ‘Singing Out      
Project’, in which he leads singing in primary schools throughout Cumbria and hosts choral 
workshops for children, and in 2009 he co-founded the Carlisle  Cathedral Children’s Choir, 
Carlisle Cantate. As a Cathedral musician, Edward plays the organ for seven services each 
week and has directed the Cathedral's Youth Choir on various broadcasts, in numerous  
concerts throughout Cumbria, on successful tours to Brittany and Mallorca, and in the making 
of their debut CD in collaboration with Borders Brass.  



Refreshments will be served in the adjoining Hall during the interval 

 

A very happy Christmas and a peaceful 2016 to you all 

Dumfries Choral Society is most grateful to the following organisations and companies for 
their generous financial assistance and services: 
 

The Aberdour Hotel  Buccleuch Charitable Trust 
Asher Associates   Elite Display 

Barbours, Dumfries  University of the West of Scotland 
Barnhill Joinery Ltd  Weesleekit Web Design 

Bibliographic Data Services 
 

The Society also thanks Revd. Canon Robin Paisley, the Vestry, and the Congregation of St 
John’s Church for permitting the use of the Church and other facilities this evening. 

* During the singing of this carol there will be a joint collection in aid of  
Alzheimer Scotland and Solway Sound 

 

Alzheimer Scotland is the leading dementia organisation in Scotland. It campaigns 
for the rights of people with dementia and their families, and provides an extensive range of 
innovative and personalised support services. In Dumfries & Galloway Alzheimer Scotland 
provides a range of services and activities including day care, singing groups, football  
memories and information and support for people living with dementia and their families. 
Contact the Dementia Resource Centre on 01387 261303 for more information.  
 

Solway Sound – the talking newspaper for Dumfries & Galloway. Since 1982 Solway 
Sound has produced a free weekly recording of items from seven local newspapers. This  
valuable service allows over 150 visually impaired people in the region to keep in touch with 
local news, announcements, events and services. In a bid to improve and future-proof its 
service, it plans to phase out cassette tapes and is starting to provide its listeners with  
players and training so that they can listen to their newspaper on memory sticks. It costs 
around £40 to purchase a player and sticks for each listener and Solway Sound is raising 
funds so that it can part- or fully fund these for as many people as possible. 

PART 1 
Choir 
Simon Lindley (b. 1948): 

 
Come sing and dance 

Community  Carol 
Piae Cantiones [arr. David Willcocks]: 

 
Unto us is born a son  

Choir + Baritone 
Andrew Carter (b. 1939): 
Herbert Howells (1892-1983): 

 
A maiden most gentle 
A spotless rose 

Reading 
from: Isaiah, chapter IX; St Luke, chapter II; St Matthew, chapter II 

Choir 
William Mathias (1934-1992): 

 
Ave Rex 

[1. Ave Rex.     2. Alleluya, a new work is come on hand.     
3. There is no rose of  such virtue.     4. Sir Christèmas.     5. Ave Rex.] 

Reading 
Laurie Lee (1914-1977) [Cider with Rosie]: 

 
Carol singing 

Choir 
Harold Darke (1888-1976): 
John Joubert (b. 1927): 

 
In the bleak midwinter 
Torches 

Community  Carol * 
J F Wade (1711-1786) [arr. David Willcocks]: 

 
O come all ye faithful * 

PART 2 
Choir 
Philip Stopford (b. 1977): 

 
A child is born in Bethlehem 

Community  Carol 
Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900): 

 
It came upon the midnight clear 

Baritone + Choir 
Peter Cornelius (1824-1992): 

 
The three kings 

Organ solo 
Garth Edmundson (1892-1971): 

 
Toccata on ‘Vom Himmel hoch’ 

Choir 
Trad. [arr. David Briggs]: 
John Rutter (b. 1945): 

 
Away in a manger 
Shepherd’s pipe carol 

Reading 
Anon.: 

 
‘Messiah’ (as you have never heard it!) 

Baritone + Choir 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958): 

 
Fantasia on Christmas carols 

Community Carol 
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847): 

 
Hark! the herald-angels sing 

Choir 
Trad. [arr. John Rutter]: 

 
The twelve days of Christmas 

INTERVAL 


